262                    RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
proaches should we have gone on! In a word, sister, I must have turned, or turned out of doors; I must have been a papist, or we must have parted.
Yo. Sist. Why sister, you know there's Mr.
p---------and his wife are in the very same case,
and yet they agree well enough,
Wid. Dear sister, how can you name them! He is a papist, and she is a protestant, and when the name is taken away, it is hard to tell whether either of them have any religion or no, nor do they care one farthing which way either goes: people that can live easy without religion, may live easy with any religion; that is not the case we are speaking of.
Eld. Sist. There is a difference there, I confess.
Wid. But if, sister, a religious life be the only heaven upon earth, as we have been taught to believe, tell me, if you represent such a case to yourself, what must it be for two to live together, who place their happiness really in such a life as we call religious, but differ so extremely about what religion to build it upon ? That agree in the general, but not in the particulars ; that aim mutually at the same end, viz., going to heaven, but turn back to back as to the way thither ? Can a religious life be formed between such as these! and if not, then they are mutually deprived of that heaven upon earth, which, as you and I agree, is alone to be found in a religious life.
Eld. Sist. That's true, but then in such a case the enjoyment must be reserved and singular, and a woman must keep her religion to herself.
Wid. But you will allow her then to be deprived at once of all social religion, of all family religion, and, by consequence, of all the comfort of a religious husband.
Eld. Sist. Nay, that's true, and I am not speak-